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“Although John Dewey’s reputation as a leading
philosopher and educator is well established, far less is
known about his participation in the quest for a peaceful
world. Charles Howlett and Audrey Cohan’s John Dewey,
America’s Peace-Minded Educator helps restore the balance
by providing an important, detailed, and well-researched
study of Dewey’s intense, sometimes painful engagement
with issues of war and peace.”—Lawrence S. Wittner,
professor of history emeritus, SUNY-Albany

The pacifist activism of one of America’s
leading educational theorists
One of America’s preeminent educational philosophers
and public intellectuals, John Dewey is perhaps
best known for his interest in the study of pragmatic
philosophy and his application of progressive ideas to
the field of education. Carrying his ideas and actions
beyond the academy, he tied his philosophy to pacifist
ideology in America after World War I to achieve a
democratic world order. Although his work and life
have been well documented, his role in the postwar
peace movement has been generally overlooked.
Exploring Dewey’s use of pragmatic philosophy
to build a consensus for world peace, Howlett and
Cohan illuminate a previously neglected aspect of
his contributions to American political and social
thought and remind us of the importance of creating
a culture of peace through educational awareness.
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